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it could not be identified with certainty. _Thus in four
out of the seven cases anaerobic microbes were fpund, in the
blood. What part the microbes played in’the pathogenesis
of the conditions present cannot be stated, It is of interest,
however, that in one of the patients suffering from typhoid
fever the blood at first yielded only the typhoid bacillus, but
some days later, when the state of the patient was graver
and the diarrhoea was abundant, an anaerobic microbe was
found. In the other case which gave a positive result the first
culture yielded an anaerobic microbe and the state of the
patient was graver than at a later period when the blood was
found to be sterile. A relation, therefore, appears to exist
between anaerobic septic&aelig;mia and the severity of typhoid
fever. The cases of purpura in which a microbe was found
in the blood are of interest in connexion with the modern
view that purpura (a term which must be understood to be
the name not of a disease but of lesions which may occur
in many diseases) is often of microbial origin. In two cases

of acute rheumatism the blood was found to be sterile but
the patients had been treated with salicylate of sodium.

M. Garnier and M. Simon think that the microbes in all

cases were of intestinal origin.

MUSLIN CURTAINS AS AIR PURIFIERS.

Dr. John Brown, the medical officer of health of Bacup,
has drawn attention to the usefulness of muslin curtains in

altering the air of rooms from the solid particles abounding
in it. The amount of solid matter removed from the air by
muslin window curtains has surprised him, and it is common
knowledge in the northern manufacturing towns that in

dark, foggy weather they are no sooner up than they are dirty
enough to come down again. As he says, they are cheap and
easily washed and should be changed frequently. One con-
dition he advocates but does not insist on is that they
should not be dressed or ironed. The advocates of neatness
and trimness would assent to this unwillingly. He says it
would conduce to the healthiness of our homes if all air
inlets bad muslin filters. It is interesting, and in a sense
pathetic, to see the struggle kept up in our manufacturing
districts against the evil effects of the polluted air on the
plants and flowers which the cottagers cherish with a
devotion that cannot be felt more earnestly by those who
live in places comparatively free from smoke and dust. Dr.
Brown therefore advocates the use of muslin to filter the air
for greenhouses, for though gaseous impurities would not be
removed there would be a distinct gain by excluding the
solid particles. It cannot be supposed that the air is com-
pletely filtered from even its suspended impurities by muslin,
still it is an advantage that our lungs are saved from some
proportion of irritating blacks and dust.

AN OLD MEDICAL YEAR-BOOK.

ONE of the oldest, if not the oldest, of medical year-books
is the Zodiacus Medico- Gallicus, edited by Nicolas de

Blegny and published at Geneva in 1680, four years earlier
than the single copy of Medicina Curiosa, described in
THE LANCET of Nov. 3rd, 1906, as being perhaps the

earliest of English medical journals. In addition to the

Latin work, which alone seems to be known in English
medical libraries, De Blegny published a French journal
which ran for two years, from 1680 to 1682, under the title
Acad&eacute;mie des Nownelles Dcoouvertas en M&eacute;decine. Of this
Acad&eacute;mie the Zodiaciis is perhaps a replica and is said
to have been translated by Th, Bonnet. De Blegny at

the time when these publications appeared was court

physician of the Queen of France and his books seem

to have attracted attention for political and social
rather than for medical reasons. Still, the Zodiacus de-
scribes a large number of remedies and cases, giving in

every instance full particulars as to both patients and

surgeons. One of the most curious observations in the book’is De Blegny’s own history of a fcetus having lain 25 years in
the womb of one Margareta Pager, a barber’s wife. The

case occurred at Toulouse and was attested by the local
magistracy. De Blegny had already published a full account
of the case in 1679. As a physician this early medical
journalist would seem to have been constantly immersed in
intrigues and follies of various sorts which, led to his

imprisonment for many years. He published voluminously
and died at Avignon in 1622, having apparently given up his
journalistic venture in 1682.

PRECAUTIONS AGAINST FIRE IN THE
LONDON HOSPITALS.

A REPORT has been furnished to H.R.H. the Prince of
Wales as President of King Edward’s Hospital Fund for
London by Sir Eyre Shaw and Captain Wells of the Metro-
politan Fire Brigade, who by his request were constituted a
committee to draw up recommendations as to the best way
of securing protection against fire in the various London
hospitals. The report first states that any suggestions to
be generally applicable must be few in number, as local
conditions vary greatly in different hospitals, amongst which
there is no uniformity of plan or construction ; in this

respect it recommends that the committee of the Fund

might in future construction consider plans with special
reference to safety of life in case of fire or panic. Cleanli-
ness and freedom from dust are considered as "absolutely
essential for reducing risks from fire." The body of the

report ends with these words :-
It must again be clearly stated that in many of the smaller or older

hospitals no steps in the way of safety are possible except with great
care and cleanliness on the part of officials, unfailing watchfulness for
the first symptom of danger, however slight, and immediate notice to
all concerned, both inside and outside the premises.
More detailed suggestions are made in an instructive

appendix; on these we shall comment later. The recom-
mendations in the appendix deal with the measures to be
taken to stay panic and to effect the removal of patients in
danger out of the zone of peril. From these recommenda-
tions the paramount duty is made obvious for the individual
members of the household staffs concerned to train them-
selves in fire-drill, so that each can perform his or her duty
almost automatically in case of need.

A NEW PLAGUE THEORY.

THE Pioneer Mail has given prominence recently to the
theory of Mr. J. Boyd Boucher of Howrah, in regard to the
spread of plague. Mr. Boucher is an analytical chemist and
he states that he has ascertained that the beetle Calandra

oryza, or rice weevil, is a host of the plague bacillus.
The insect infests all cereals, maize, rice, pulse, and millet,
but prefers soft rice, and the fact that it is most abundant

during the summer might account for the prevalence of

plague at that season. Rats feeding on the infected grain
contract the disease and pass it on to the fleas which they
harbour. When the rats die the fleas, in the absence of
other warm-blooded animals, attack men. Mr. Boucher,
however, suggests that although plague can certainly be
conveyed in this manner the common source of infection
through rice must be sought for in bazaar supplies. Sweet-
meats constitute the most prolific medium through which
the plague bacillus reaches human beings. These omni-

present cates are commonly prepared with the cheapest rice.
flour and when stale contain enormous quantities of bacilli
which under these conditions multiply with astonishing
rapidity. The victims of plague, according to Mr. Boucher,
are chiefly to be found among sweetmeat eatera. He claims
to have studied the disease since its first appearance in India
but we are without any information as to the details of hia


